Blast crisis of chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML). I. Presentation simulating acute lymphoid leukaemia (ALL).
Seven patients presenting as an acute leukaemia caused difficulty in diagnosis. The lymphoid appearance of the balst cells either initially or during treatment suggested acute lymphoid leukaemia (ALL). In each case the Philadelphia chromosome was shown to be present thus suggesting that these cases were examples of chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML) presenting in blast crisis without a detectable chronic phase. The implications of these findings are discussed and the difficulty in achieving a precise diagnosis in the acute leukaemias is emphasised. Cytogenetic analysis should be carried out whenever the type of acute leukaemia present is of critical importance.